[Increasingly appropriate depiction of rheumatology for G-DRG reimbursement 2006].
Starting with the second year of the so called "convergence period", specialized rheumatological treatment is now represented by a specific DRG (197Z) in the German G-DRG system. The definition of this DRG is based on the procedure codes for the complex and multimodal treatment of rheumatological inpatients (OPS 8-983 and 8-986). This will result in a more appropriate reimbursement of rheumatological treatment. The implementation of specialized rheumatological treatment can be regarded as exemplary for the incorporation of medical specializations into DRG systems. The first step is the definition of the characteristics by procedure codes, which can consequently be utilized within the grouping algorithm. After an inadequate representation of a medical specialization within the DRG system has been demonstrated, a new DRG will be established. As no cost data were available, the calculation of a cost weight for the new G-DRG 197Z is not yet possible for 2006. Hence, reimbursement has to be negotiated between the individual hospital and the budget commission of the health insurers. In this context, the use of clinical pathways is considered helpful.